[bookmark: _hxd84y84q5m]Mail Ballots and the Native Vote
Social Media Toolkit for Partners and Trusted Messengers
NCPI Resource Hub  |  Native Vote 2026  |  September 2026  |  Nonpartisan, customize freely
[bookmark: _nvwmmuyrgyzi]How to Use This Toolkit
These templates are for any Tribal Nation, Native-led organization, or trusted messenger to adapt and share. Replace anything in [brackets] with your community’s details. Post as written or rewrite in your own voice.
•       Keep posts nonpartisan. Talk about access, rights, and process. Do not name candidates or parties.
•       Stay legally precise. Rules are changing in court right now, so before posting anything with a date or a rule in it, verify current status at vote.narf.org, or with your state or Tribal election office.
•       Language notes: use Tribal Nations (not "tribes"), Native Peoples, Native voters, Indian Country, Native-led, Alaska Native, Native Hawaiian, or your exact Nation.
[bookmark: _tlkvgd508f1k]Background in Brief (For Your Own Understanding)
•       A March 2026 executive order directs federal agencies to restrict voting by mail, including having the Postal Service verify the eligibility of people receiving mail ballots against a federal citizenship list.
•       In August 2026 the Supreme Court allowed parts of the order to move forward while lawsuits continue, and the Postal Service issued a new ballot mail rule. Court challenges are still active and the rules may change again before November.
•       The Postal Service declined Tribal consultation and declined to assess how the rule affects Indian Country.
•       Why it matters here: in many rural Tribal communities, voting by mail is the only feasible way to vote. Many homes on Tribal lands have nontraditional addresses or rely on P.O. boxes, and reliable internet for online verification portals is not a given. New verification and address requirements fall hardest on exactly these voters.
[bookmark: _8qp0pe7txz5f]Key Messages
•       Native Peoples have the right to vote, and mail ballots are how many of our communities exercise it. 
•       Changes made this close to an election create confusion. Confusion is a barrier. We address confusion with accurate information and community care.
•       Tribal Nations are sovereign governments. Our treaties are the law of the land. Decisions that affect how our citizens vote require Tribal consultation.
•       Protect the Vote! We know that Indian Country shows up for each other. Check on ballots like you check on your relatives.
[bookmark: _lti4uyg4njxu]Post Templates
[bookmark: _2a0j8infrc32]Longer Posts (Facebook, LinkedIn)
Template 1: What’s happening
Federal rules for mail ballots are changing, and court cases are still deciding what applies this November. Here’s what hasn’t changed: your right to vote.
For many of our relatives across [Nation/community/state], voting by mail is the only realistic option. Long distances, few polling places, and P.O. box addresses are daily reality in Indian Country.
Make a plan early! Confirm your registration and the address on your voter file. Request your ballot as early as your state allows. If anything looks wrong, call the Election Protection hotline at 1-866-OUR-VOTE.
[Your org] is here to help. Reach us at [contact/link]. Every Native vote counts.

Template 2: Addresses and P.O. boxes
Many homes on Tribal lands don’t have standard street addresses. Many of us get mail at a P.O. box. That has never made anyone less of a citizen or less of a voter.
New federal mail ballot rules could complicate how ballots reach nontraditional addresses. Don’t wait to find out: check that your voter registration matches where you actually receive mail, and update it now if it doesn’t. [State-specific link or office]
Questions? [Your org] can walk you through it: [contact]. Our ancestors fought for this right. We protect it together.
[bookmark: _uj5l3ws91lqc]
[bookmark: _mkluqqshlali]Short Posts (X, Threads, Bluesky)
Mail ballot rules are changing in the courts. Your right to vote is not. Check your registration, confirm your mailing address, and request your ballot early. [link] #NativeVote2026
In much of Indian Country, voting by mail isn’t a convenience. It’s the only way to vote. We’re making sure every relative’s ballot arrives and gets counted. #NativeVote
Get your ballot from a P.O. box? Have a nontraditional address? Double-check your voter registration now so nothing stops your ballot this fall. [state link] #SkoVoteDen
Ballot didn’t arrive? Something looks off? Call 1-866-OUR-VOTE. Free, nonpartisan help for every voter. Save the number, share it with your relatives. #NativeVote2026
[bookmark: _2gl3th92zdgb]
[bookmark: _pummbo55myag]Instagram Caption
Our grandparents were not always allowed to vote in this country. Some of them lived to see that change, and some did not.
This fall, new federal rules around mail ballots are being fought over in court. What that means for us is simple: don’t leave anything to chance.
✓ Confirm your registration
✓ Make sure your mailing address is current (P.O. boxes count, relatives)
✓ Request your ballot early
✓ Problems? Call 1-866-OUR-VOTE
Tag someone you’re going to help make a voting plan with. We show up for each other. [Your org] | [link] #NativeVote2026 #IndianCountry
[bookmark: _ar3k8smkyjtt]
[bookmark: _j0ql1lvbgzoq]Graphic and Story Text (Short Lines)
· Protect the Vote. Make your mail ballot plan today.
· Check your registration. Check your address. Check on your relatives.
· Voting by mail is how Indian Country votes. Protect your ballot.
· Ballot trouble? 1-866-OUR-VOTE.
· Sovereign Nations. Strong voters. Protect the Vote.
[bookmark: _hnhfn7w0g8l7]For Tribal Leaders and Tribal Nations
Tribal Nations speak as sovereign governments, and that voice carries weight no other messenger has. Tribal Nations and partners can formally demand the Tribal consultation and impact assessment USPS didn’t do, and document every delivery failure this fall (that record feeds the litigation and any future NAVRA push).  These templates are written for official Nation channels and leadership statements. Adapt them to your Nation’s protocols and communications review process. The messages are nonpartisan.
Template: A message to our citizens
[Nation name] reminds our citizens: federal mail ballot rules are being challenged in court this fall, and requirements may shift. Your right to vote does not.
Check your registration, confirm the mailing address on your voter file, and request your ballot early. Our [enrollment office / community center] can help: [contact].
We take care of each other. Check on your elders’ ballots the way you check on your elders.

Template: On consultation
The federal government has a duty to consult Tribal Nations on actions that affect our citizens. New Postal Service ballot rules were issued without Tribal consultation and without any assessment of their impact on Native voters.
[Nation name] calls on the Postal Service to fulfill its consultation obligations and to work with Tribal Nations so that no citizen loses access to the ballot because of where they live or how they receive their mail.

Template: Practical help for citizens
Voting by mail from [Nation/community]? Three things to know this year:
✓ Ballots go to the address on your voter file. If you use a P.O. box, make sure it is listed.
✓ [Nation-specific: drop-off locations, ride programs, key dates]
✓ Trouble with a ballot? Call 1-866-OUR-VOTE or reach [Nation contact].

Beyond posts
•       A council resolution or leadership letter demanding USPS consultation and a Tribal impact assessment puts the Tribal Nation’s position on the record and strengthens the field’s legal work.
•       Document every mail service failure that touches ballots (late delivery, returned mail, ballots that never arrive) and report patterns to NARF and the Election Protection hotline. These records become evidence.
•       Coordinate with your county election office on in-person and drop-off options citizens can reach, and publicize them through Nation channels.
[bookmark: _whtnsdkef4xo]Hashtags
#NativeVote  #NativeVote2026  #SkoVoteDen  #IndianCountry  #NativeCivicPower  plus your own community tags.
[bookmark: _1yb2ubrt2xb3]Do’s and Don’ts
Do
•       Center what voters can do now: register, verify, request early, ask for help.
•       Speak from your community’s experience and add your own languages and imagery.
•       Point people to trusted sources: your Tribal or state election office, nativevote.org, narf.org, 1-866-OUR-VOTE.
Don’t
•       Don’t mention candidates or political parties
•       Don’t state rule details or deadlines as final while litigation is active; verify before posting.
•       Don’t amplify fear. Name the barrier, then give the action. Our communities respond to strength and care, not panic.
From the NCPI Resource Hub. These materials are free to adapt. If you spot something missing or need a version for your community, tell us through the form on the Hub.

